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1. To enhance public confidence in the avajo Nation
Judiciary by providing a fair, impartial and
expeditious forum to hear complaints and grievances
against Navajo Nation Justices and Judges involving
alleged violations of the Code of Judicial Conduct,
personnel policies for Justices and Judges, and any
other Navajo Nation laws or policies that set
standards of ethics and conduct for Justices and

Judges.

2. To Investigate or direct the 1investigation of
complaints or grievances against Justices and
Judges;

* *x Kk *

2 N.N.C. § 422(A) (1) and (2).

Pursuant to 2 .N.C. § 601(B) (2), the Law and Order Committee
may "delegate responsibilities and authorities as appropriate
for efficiency and streamlining of government processes to
the Division, local government units, and appropriate
entities provided that the Committee fir:s approves rit =2=s and
regulations governing such delegations and to rescind such
delegations.”

SECTION TWO. FINDINGS

A.

It is in the best interest of the Navajo Nation that the
duties and respons: ities ¢ the Law and Order Committee in
screening app- :cat s and determining qualifice ions of
applicants for judicial positions be de esgated to the
Judicial Conduct Commission.

It is further in the best interest of tl Navajo Nation that
duties and responsibili ies of the Law and Order Comn :tee in
recommending applicants to the avajo Nation resident for
judicial appointment be delegated to the Judicial Conduct
Commission.

SECTION THREE. APPROVING RULES AND REGULATIONS

The Law and Order Committee of the Navajo Nation Council
hereby approves "Rules and =sgulations for the Delegation of
Responsibility and Authority to the Judicial Conduct
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Commission regarding the Screening of Applicants for and
Recommendation of Probationary Appointment of Judges and
Justices of the Navajo Nation", as attached hereto as Exhibit
"A" .

SECTION FOUR. APPROVING DELEGATION OF AUTHORITY

A.

In regards to 2 N.N.C. § 601 (B)(7) and probationary
appoir mne¢ :s, the authori ; of the Law and Order Committee of
the Navajo Nation Council 1is to screen applicants and
determine qualifications of applicants for judicial positions
is hereby delegated to the Judicial Conduct Commission

Further, in regards to 2 N.N.C. § 601 (B) (7) (a) and
probationary appointments, the authority of the Law and Order
Committee is to recommend applicants to the Navajo Nation
President for judicial appointment is hereby delegated to the
Judicial Conduct Commission.

The delegations approved herein shall be imited to areas
specified. The delegat »>»ns may be rescinded or amended, in
whole ¢ 1 part, by the Law and Order Committee at any tir

SECTION FIVE. APPROVING AMENDMENTS TO THE PLAN OF OPERATION

The Law and Order Committee of the Navajo Nation Council
hereby approves amendr 1ts to the Plan of Operation for t e
Judicial Conduct Commission as reflected in Exhibit "B".
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The Commission may adopt rules not inconsistent with this
plan of operation or Navajo Nation laws and policies as it
deems necessary and expedient for the performance of its
duties.

If funding permits, the Judicial Conduct Commission may
establish any position necessary to carry out the purposes
and functions set forth in this Plan of Operation. All
positions shall be under the general direction of the
Commission, st Jject to the Navajo Nation Judicial Branch
Employee Policies and Procedures. All personnel shall be
employed and compensated in accordance with the Navajo Nation
Judicial Branch Employee Policies and Procedures.

Organization

Pursuant to 7 N.N.C. § 423, the Commission shall be composed
of five (5) members selected as follows:

1. One (1) sitting or retired federz or state court justice
or Jjudge 1in good standing in his or her respective
jurisdiction selected by the justices and judges of the
Navajo Nation Courts.

2. One (1) retired Navajo Nation justice or judge in good
standing with t e Navajo Nation Bar Associat »n selected
by the justices and judges ¢ the Navajo Nation Courts.

3. Two (2) regular or inactive members of the Navajo Nation
Bar Association in good standing selected by the voting
membership of the Navajo Nation Bar Association. The
NNBA members shall have no pending disciplinary
proceedings against them and shall not have been
formally reprimanded or suspended within a four
consecutive year period prior to their selection.

4. One (1) member of the Navajo general public selected by
the Law and Order Committee of the Navajo Nation Counc 1,
from among applicants.

Officers

1. The Commission shall by a majority v¢ 2 select a
Chairperson and Vice Chairperson, each to serve during
the term of his or her office. The Chairperson and Vice
Chairperson shall continue as such officers through the
respective terms of office for which they were
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4. Each commission member is a naat’danii and shall abide
by standards of Diné Fundamental Law.

Removal and Vacancy from Office

1. A Commission member may only be remov 1 from the
Commission for cause, by a majority vote of the
Commission, and with notice to the appointing body.

2. Reasons for removal shall include, but are nc limited

>, failure to uphold and foster hdézhd consistent with

their roles and duties while serving on the Commission

and failure to comply with the standard of conduct set
forth above.

3. In the event a Commission member is unable or unwilling
to complete his or her term or Dbecomes : igible to
serve, the original selecting body sha select a

successor who shall be appointed for the remainder of
the term.

Meetings
1. The Commission shall meet at least one time each year.
2. o business shall be conducted unless there is a quorum

of the Commission present.

3. Commission members may attend mec gs in person or by
telephone, videoconference or ot means approved by
the Chairperson.

Quorum

1. Quorum shall be three (3) members.

2. Proxies are not allowed in lieu of attendance.
Compensation

Commission members may receive an honorarium for

participating in meetings and/or work sessions and/or be
reimbursed for travel expenses pursuant to Navajo Nation
travel ©pc¢ icies when such 1s authorized and funds are
appropriated.

Expenditi =s
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I 1 expenditures shall be approved by majority vote of the
Commission. n the absence of a Commission meeting, the
Chairperson and the Vice Chairperson may act in place of the
Commission. The Commission may ratify the action of the
Chairperson and the Vice Chairperson at the next official
meeting. If ratified by the Commission, such expenditures
shall be considered approved by the whole Commission.

Administrative staffing

1e Office of the Chief Justice shall serve as the secretariat
of the Judicial Conduct Commission for purposes of meeting
notice and coordination, support services, and ae
administration of programs of the Commission. The Commission
shall have the responsibility and authority to designate
administrative support staff of the Judicial Branch or
purposes of processing expenditures and other udgetary
matters.

Oversight

A. The Judicial Conduct Commission shall operate pursuant
to a Plan of Operation and policies and rocedures
recomr 1ded by the Commission and approved by the Law
and Order Committee of the Navajo Nation Council.

B. The Commission will provide an annual written report to
the Law and Order Committee on the activities,

performance and administration of the Commission.

Amendments

This plan of operation may be amended upen—recommendation—by

£ Fodde Conduet—Commission—at pprovat by the Law and
Order Committee of the Navajo Nation Council. The Judic il
~~~duct Commission may recommend =m=a~-ments to *»~ I an of

r\r\r\E j_on.
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CERTIFICATION

I, hereby, certify that the foregoing resolution was duly
considered by the Law and Order Committee ¢ the 23¥ Navajo Nation
Council at a duly called meeting in Window Rock, Navajo Nation
(Arizona), at which a quorum was present and that the same was
passed by a vote of 3 in favor &~-d O qébose, this 17t day of

September 2018. '
e\ )

und Ys ‘hairperson
Law and (____ _ hmittee
of the 23rd Navajo Nation Council

Motion: Honorable aymond Smith, Jr.
Second: Honorable Kee Allen Begay, Jr.

Chairperson Edmund Yazzie not voting.
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