Aspects and Perspectives of Diné Traditional Teaghi

Introduction

Diné bi beenahaz’danii embodies Diyin bits’addéé’ bee haz’aanii (Traditional Law), Diyin Dine’é
bits’4adé¢’ beehaz’aanii (Customary Law), Nahasdzaan doo Yaidithit bits’a4déé’ beehaz’aanii (Natural
Law), and Diyin Nohookaa’ Diné bi beehaz’4aanii (Common Law).

These laws provide sanctuary for the Diné life and culture, our relationship with the world beyond the
sacred mountains, and the balance we maintain with the natural world. The laws provide the foundation of
Diné binahat’a’ (providing leadership through developing and administering policies and plans utilizing
these laws as guiding principles) and Diné Sovereignty. In turn, Diné bi nahat’a’ is the foundation of the
Diné bi naat’a (government). Hence, the respect for honor, belief, and trust in the Diné bi beenahaz’4anii
preserves, protects and enhances the following inherent rights beliefs, practices and freedom.

That, the practice of Diné bi nahat’a through the values and life way embodied in the Diné bi beenahaz’aanii
provides the foundation of all laws proclaimed by the Navajo Nation Government and the faithful adherence

to Diné Bi Nahat’a will ensure the survival of the Navajo Nation, and..

That, the adhered practice in Diné binahat’a’ was initially founded and established by the Holy People at the

emergence when the first Hogan-home was being constructed.

“A4doé6 woshdéé’ dah adiildee’ nléi Dzit N&’oodilii bigh4a’ji’ ha’asdee’. Ei Dzit N&’ooditii nindana’t’dago
éi haadida nahasdzaan tahgo 4nalnéehgo dii t’éiya doo fahgo anidoolniitda hodoo’niid, jini. Aad6é bilaahdi
Dzit Ch’60l’{’i ninaanat’a. Ako dii dzit atkéé’ siniligii éi niléidi hooghan d66 tachééh nii’nilée éi at’ée
dooleet, hodoo’niid. Ako éi aji’ ha’azna Dzit Na’oodilii bighéaji’. A4d66 haitkashdaa’ Haashch’éélti’ baa
naach’iiiih. Hodiyingo ahoolyaa yée baa naazhnitaah. Doo tahgo anaadoo’niit dagi 4t’é, jini.”

A belief which was concentrated and established on a thought pattern where Nitsahakees, Nahat’4a, Iina and
Sihasin were initially attributed to the construction thereof; thought stimuli and processes that was placed at
the innermost section respectfully of and against the west wall revered as Honiidi. Hence, it is from this

place that a household heads-person, generally a man determines his thought and planning processes for his

family existence and subsistence.



