Aspects and Perspectives of Diné Traditional Teaghi

Parents' Traditional Expectations

As an indigenous people, we claim that our children are our future in leadership and heads of families, as
well as our resources for today and the future. It is for this reason, parents are encouraged to acknowledge
by nurturing and teaching their children through development with all the necessary knowledge, traits and
skills available within a home. It has always been a presumed traditional trait, that such a teaching is
inherited and instilled in grandparents, parents and immediate relatives alike, so that they are considered and
assumed comprehensively aware as child raisers and teachers of children in Nihookaa’ Dine’¢. As a
presumption and an outlook on life, parents and grandparents in their teachings’ always refer to outcomes in
such ways as; “Haleedi bee ant’iid66 bee ant’éigo na’nitin d66 thoo’aah bee adiihwiyi’niil, haald naasdi bee
nihidadh nidiidaat d66 inda bee hinindadoo, inda 4adi na’aichini 1€i" hazlii’go bee biih naahwiyi’niit
dooleet.” / “Take the opportunity to learn all you can, for you will have accomplished what we expected of

you and come back to live a life accordingly; to raise a family, teach and instill in them the same kind of
teachings’ likewise.”



