Aspects and Perspectives of Diné Traditional Teaghi

Constellation

The Quartz People/ Tsé Ghadi’nidinii assisted the group in setting a pattern of Stars to determine the age,
era, and time for the people. This time, Coyote was not the first who suggested this plan for the
constellations. The Quartz People planed and set up a pattern for the constellations to tell time, age and era.
This plan took twelve times again. All winter patterns of stars were set aside and separated from summer
patterns. Special stars were assigned to lead the rest of the stars in their sections within the universe. One
special star was Big Star for the winter pattern. The leading star must have five points, just as the Hogan
has a five pointed frame and the human being has five fingers. Atse’atsoh star, was the other star for the

summer pattern of stars. They must have a cane, so a cane pattern was formed. Next was the Dawn pattern
and the Milky Way pattern were created.

Blue Corn cooked in ashes was prepared after the grinding stones was ready to be placed, but it was
forgotten until last. Coyote knew this and grabbed it and ran with it. The stars were patterned and given
names: Dilyéhé, Atsé’ats’6zi, Hastiin Sik’ai’i, S¢’ Lani, Atse’atsoh, So’ Ahéts’i’, and Gahaat’e’ii were all
placed as planned. The group wondered what it should do with the stars that were left. Just then, the
Coyoted entered and grabbed one reddish star and flung it to the north which landed the furthest away and
proclaimed that that one will be his star and as it is known to this day as Ma’ii Bizo’; as he also referred to
himself as Yikaih Be’ewéé’ and Yikaih Tah Dilwoshi Next, he grabbed the blanket of stars and them up in
the sky and named them “many stars”. “What else can one do? Was the Coyote’s question as he threw the
blanket of stars in the sky. All these events took place at the rim of the emergence.



