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MAD: Angry, insane. 

Ahach~'; ahooch~~d. 

MADNESS: Craziness; mental illness. 

Bini' doo axwe'e da; ahacht'. 

MAGISTRATE: A low-level judge with limited functions and powersJ for 
example: the u.S. Magistrates perform this job for the federal 
courts. 

T'aa ahoolts'iisigo aadahwiinit'ii gone' nihwii'aahii Waashindoon 
ya naalnishigii. 

MALUM IN SE: 1. Wrong in and of itself. 2. Morally wrong, inherently 
evil. 

MAGISTRATE COURT: A local judiciary official having limited original 
jurisdiction, especially in criminal cases. For example, justice 
of the peace, the judge of a police court, and'federal magistrate. 
judge. 

T'aa" aboolts'iisigo aanahat'ini gone'. 

MAJORITY: More than half; for example: fifty one is a majority of 
votes when one hundred persons vote. 

Alaab aneel"'; alnii'doo niwohjt'. 

MALICE: III willJ intentionally harming someone; having no moral or 
legal just1fication for harming someone. 

000 ts'iidgoo tsihodeeskeezgo t'aa axojineehgo ati'jiilaa; 
ak'eehodees'nihgo biniinaa ati'jiilaa. 

MALICE AFORETHOUGHT: An intention to seriously harm someone or to 
commit a serious crime without just cause or excuse. 

T'aa axojineehgo t'aa iiyisii dine atijiilaaJ ak'e'diniih 
biniinaa dine atilyaa. 

MALICE-IN-FACT: Actual, inteQtional wrongdoing without a good reason. 

MALICE-IN- LAW: Actual, intentional civil wrong without a good reason. 

Biniiyeii t'aa adingo t'aa akojineehgo oodzii' jiil'a'. 
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MALICIOUS: Done intentionally, from bad motives and without excuse. 

Biniinaanii t'aa adingo t'aa akojineehgo doots'iidgoo tsihodeeskeez. 

MALICIOUS INTENT: With the pur,pose of injuring some~ne. 

Doo ts'iidgoo tsihodeeskeezgo dine atilyaa. 

MALICIOUS MISCHIEF: The criminal offense of intentionally destroying 
another person "s property. 

Doo ts'iidgoo nitsahakeesgo dine binchxQ'i atelyaa. 

MALICIOUS PROSECUTION: Bring charges against someone in order to harm 
that person and with no legal justification for doing it. If the 
person prosecuted wins, that person can sue the person who brought 
charges for malicious prosecution. 

Biniinaanii t'aa adingo t'66 dine atilneehgo yah o'oolt'e'. 

MALPRACTICE: Professional misconduct or unreasonable lack of skills. 
This word usually applies to bad or unfaithful work done by a 
doctor or lawyer. 

Hanaanish doo hazh6'6 ajil'i~ da; t'aa na'nile'ee hanaanish nijilt'i', 
hanaanish do jiich~~h da .

•
 
MANDATE: Judicial command to act, authorization to act.
 

T'aa iiyisii adoolniilgo bich'~' ho'ilnii'; bi'doolniilgo bich'~' 
ho'dool'aad. 

MANDATORY: Required, must be followed or obeyed. 

T'aa iiyisii bi'doolniilgo, t'aa iiysii bik'eh ahoolyaago. 

MANSLAUGHTER: An unlawful killing of a person without malice. 

Doo bee haz''f906 t'aadoo hooyani dine jiisxi. 

INVOLUNTARY MANSLAUGHTER: The illegal killing of another without 
malice or any intent to harm in the commission of an unlawful 
act not a felony or in the commission in an unlawful manner 
or without due caution of a lawful act which might produce 
death. 

Doo t'aa akojineehgo6 coo doo bee haz"fgo6 dine seesyi. 
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VEHICULAR MANSLAUGHTER: The illegal killing of another, without 
malice, while operating a moving vehicle negligently or in 
violation of law. 

Doo t'aa akojineeh da ndi doo baa hojiYff966 dine chidi bee 
jiisxi· 

VOLUNTARY MANSLAUGHTER: Unlawfully killing of another person 
committed in a sudden heat of passion. 

T'aadoo le'e hatah hodiisnaa'go t'aa akojineehgo t'aadoc 
hooyani dine jiisxi, t'aadoo le'e bik'ee haniyii'a'go t'aa 
akojineehgo t'aado hooyani dine jiisxi. 

(NON-NEGLIGENT) MANSLAUGHTER: An excused action that resulted in 
death and which results in no criminal liability. 

Doo t'aa akojineehgoo dine jiisxi, Ako nidi doo bee ihodidoot'ih 
da. 

MARIJUANA: An illegal plant, and its dried leaves and flowering top has 
a depressant and hallucinogenic effect. The Latin name is cannabis 
sativa. 

Nat'oh tsi'na'iilahi, nanise' bila' ashdla'ii. 

MARITAL: Having to do with marriage. 

MARITAL STATUS: Whether a person is single, married, or divorced. 

Bil iina anil'iiniish hol~; nich'ooniish hol~, na'aichiniish hol~. 

MATERIAL: Important, probably necessary, having effect, going to the 
heart of the matter. 

T'aa iiyisii chiidoc'~~ligii; t'aa akone.hee d&nilinigii. 

MATERIAL FACT: A piece of evidence which is central and essential to 
a line of legal argument in a cause of action. 

Ts'ida ei t'eiya bee iyeet'ini adoclniilgo; t'aageedgo ei doc la' 
hodocniil da. 

MATERIAL WITNESS: A person who can give testimony no one else can give, 
a necessary (or essential) witness to a case. 

Oo'iinii nilinigii ts'ida ei t'eiya binahj~' eehodooz~~l. 
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MATERNAL: Pertaining to the mother. 

MATERNAL UNCLE: The brother of the mother. 

MATERNAL AUNT: The sister of the mother. 

MATERNAL GRANDMOTHER: The mother of the mother. 

Hama san!. 

MATERNAL GRANDFATER: The father of the mother. 

Hacheii. 

MATTER: 1. Central, necessary or important fact. 2. Event, occurrence 
or transaction. 3. Subject of a lawsuit. 

Ts'ida e! baa hane'go ch'et'anigii (necessary facts). Ahooniil. 
ahoodzaa (events, occurrence)J ts'ida e! bee baa hWiinit'inigii 
(subject of the lawsuit). 

MATTER-IN-CONTROVERSY: The issue or fact that is being contested. 

AdaAhd~~' nehet'eehii doo adaho6t'~~dii baa saad holanigii. 

MATTER-IN-ISSUE: Same as "matter in controversy". 

MATTER-OF-FACT: A question that can be answered by using the senses 
of witnesses. 

Adah66t'~~dgo binahj~' na'idikidgo eedahodooz~~ligii. 

MATTER-OF-RECORD: Anything that can be proved by merely checking in 
a court record. 

Aadahwiinit'ii gone naaltsoos bee eedahozinigii. 

MAXIMUM: The most possibleJ the most that is allowed. , 

Ts'ida alaahdi nilinigii. 

MAXIMUM PENALTY: The heaviest possible penalty that the law allows. 

Alaahdi niliinii bee ak'ij~' nihoot'anig!i. 
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MEAN: To signify or refer to. 

Aalha'ninigii. 

MEANT: Signified or referred to. 

Aalhodoo'niidigii. 

MEASURE: To find out the amount of. 

Ahineel'"h; bi'neel'"h. 

MEDIA: Mainly the newspapers, television and radio. 

Bee ahil dahane'igii; bee eedahozinigii. 

MEDICAL: Having to do with doctors, hospitals, or medicine. 

Azee'iil'ini; azee'al'i~di; azee'. 

MEDICAl. ATTENTION: Help from a doctor or nurse. 

Azee' bee aa'ahay" azee' "h al'i. 

MEDICAL DOCTOR: One who has been certified as having completed a 
course of study of the functioning of the illnesses. 

Azee' iiI' ini. 

MEDICAL EVIDENCE: Testimony or evidence given by a medical expert, 
often concerning the injuries of a plaintiff or victim. 

Azee' bee iyeet'ini nilinigii. 

MEDICAL EXAMINER: The person who prepares a medical report for use in 
court, usually the government doctors who perform autopsies and 
testify to the causes of death. 

Azee'iil'ini naaltsoos haidiilaago aadahwiinit'if gOne' 
chiidoo'U,ligii. 

MEDICAL TREATMENT: The procedures which a doctor uses to take care of 
an ailing person. 

MEDICATION: Drugs prescribed by a doctor. 

Azee'iil'ini azee' haininiligii; azee'iil'ini azee' biniiye 
naaltsoos ha ayiilaaigii (prescription). 



-M­

MEDICINE: Azee' 

MEDICINE MAN: Hataalii. 

MEMORANDUM: An informal note or summary of a meeting, a proposed 
agreement, ect. 

Naaltsoos hane' danilinigii (memos). 

MEMORANDUM OF POINTS AND AUTHORITY: 1. A motion presented to the court 
which contains points of relevant facts and legal authority in 
support of one's legal argument as a basis for getting a favorable 
decision; 2~ a brief of law submitted to a judge in a case. 

Aadahwiinit'ii gone' beehaz'aanii binahj~' na'idikidigii naaltsoos 
nat'ii' bee yah anidoot'algo ei binahj~' dii baa nahat'inigii bee 
nihodoot ' aal. 

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING REGARDING GUILTY PLEA: The acknowledgement 
by a defendant in writing that he/she understands and accepts the 
plea bargain agreement between his/her attorney and the prosecutor. 

Silao be'agha'diit'aahii doc awaalya bil naazt'i'go bee astsoozigii 
aha'deet'"go bee astsoozigii t'aa aanii asht'i niigo yee 
adeehadoodzii'go bik'ij~' yisdzohigii b'ih ilinigii t'aa bich t4'go 
ba adoolniil hatniigo bee l~ aZli~tgo t'aa alch'ishji bizhi' 
naaltsoos yikaa' iidooliil. 

MENTAL: As opposed to physical or spiritual, having to do with one's
 
thoughts and perceptions.
 

Nits&hAkees. ani t • 

MENTAL ANGUISH (OR MENTAL SUFFERING): In deciding p\1yment for harDI done, 
mental anguish may be as limited as the immediate mental feelings 
during an injury or as broad as grief, shame, humiliation, despair, 
etc. 

Honitsekees atilyaa; honitsekees diigeez. honitsekees bicht~t 
nodiiznaa.' • 

MENTAL CRUELTY: An interaction with another that causes that person
 
great anguish or mental pain.
 

Ani t bich'~' nahoj~ilna. ani' bich'~t hodiiznaa'. 

MENTAL DEFICIENCY: Being below normal intellect. 

Hontsekees bi'oh neel t" hani' altstisi. 
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MENTAL STATE: 1. The clarity and organization of a person's thinking 
at a particular time. 2. Emotional State: how a person is feeling 
at a particular time. (See also knowingly, purposely, recklessly 
and willfully.) 

Hontsekees at'eegi; ani' aat'eelgi. 

MERITS: The central part of a case, the "meat" of one's legal position; 
the substance or real issues of a lawsuit. 

1iyisii adaihd~~' si'"go baa nihat'inigii. 

MINIMUM: The least possible, the least allowable. 

A'ohgo yigii; t'aa ach'~'go yigii; ayahago. 

MINOR OFFENSE: A crime equal to a misdemeanor. 

Beehaz'aanii t'aa alts'iisigo bee adihozhdiilt'i'igii (committing 
a small crime). 

MINORITY: Less than half, groups with only a small percentage of the
 
total population.
 

A'ohgo azhneelt'e'igiiJ ach'~'go azhneelt'e'igii. 

MIRANDA RIGHTS: The warning that must be given to a person arrested
 
or taken into custody by a policeman or other official. It
 
includes the facts that an arrested person has the right to
 
remain silent that he/she need not make any statements to a
 
police officer or other person, that an arrested person has the
 
right to consult a lawyer before being questioned and the right
 
to appointment of counsel before questioning, at no cost .if the
 
person cannot afford counsel, and that anything a person says can
 
and will be used against him in court.
 

Beehaz'aanii k'eti'go biniinaa ho'diiltsoodgo silao t'aa &kwe'e 
beehaz'aanii bee ha adahazt'i'igii hol iishjAni ayiil'~~h. 

MISAPPl.ICATION BY BANK EMPLOYEE: Illegal use of bank money by someone
 
who works for the bank.
 

Beehaz'aanii bee adihozhdiilt'i' docleel beeso la' bihidizhnil'~~hgo. 

MISCHIEF: The behavior that criminal laws try to prevent. 

Adilaah; doo ak'ehol'i; t'aa aza&ka na'adaJ ashohodli'. 

MISCONDUCT: Doing something that one should not do. 

000 ikoo ajiit'~~d; adil ajisziih; doc al'iinii ajiilaa. 
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MISDEMEANOR: A criminal offense less than a felony that is usually 
punishable by a fine or a year or less in jail.
 

Beehaz'aanii t'aa alts'iisigo btth dahojiil'a', t'aa kohonisheiigo
 
bee adihozhdiilt'i'.
 

MISLEAD: To lie; to misrepresent. 

Doo akQQ ajiilaa da; doo akot'eeg66 i'jiilaa, doo akot'eegoo 
nahojisne' • 

MISREPRESENT: An untrue statement of fact or indication of fact. 

Na'adlo' jiila'; yooch'iid bee nahazne', doc akot'eegoo hojilne'. 

MISREPRESENTATION: Fraudulent misrepresentation is a false statement 
known to be false and meant to be misleading. 

Na'adlo' nijiisdeel; na'adlo' jiil'a'. 

MISREPRESENTATION (NEGLIGENT MISREPRESENTATION): A false statement 
made when one should have known better. 

DoO al'iigoo doc t'aa hol beehozin ndi yooch'iid jiil'a'. 

MISSING: Not to be found, gone. 

MISTAKE: An unintentional error or act. 

Oodzii' (having made a mistake). 

MISTREAT: To abuse. 

Atil'.!. 

MISTRIAL: A trial that the judge ends and wipes out completely because 
of a major defect in procedure. 

Doo akot'eegoo aanahat'i~go biniinaa t'oo ch'iheelghan. 

MISTRUST: To not believe in. 

Doo ba'joolii' at~ee da; baa ayahoclni. 

MISUNDERSTANDING: A lack of comprehension. 
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MISUNDERSTOOD: Did not comprehend. 

MISUSE: T':"'li,' :oy something not in the ~"J in whic;. it was intended 
to be used, but in a wasteful or careless way. 

MITIGATE: To lessen the weight or harshness of. 

MITIGATING CIRCUMSTANCES: Facts that do not justify or excuse an 
action, but that can lower the criminal penalty or civil damages 
for the action. 

Bee hak'ehast'ah ye~ baa hWiinist'~~dgo t'aa ach't'go bee ha 
nihoot'~; bee haa hWiinist'~~d y~~ t'aa bich'~'go bik'e 
ninazh'doodleel. 

M'Naghten RULE: A person is not guilty because of insanity, if, at the 
time of the offense, a defect of reason produced by a disease of 
the mind caused the person to not know the nature of the act or 
to not know right from wrong. 

Dine beehaz'aanii yee adihodiilt'itgo ts'ida iidOO' bini' b.fh 
dahaz".go aat'~~d. 

MODIFY: To change or amend. 

MODIFICATION: A change or alteration. 

Lahgo at'eego analyaa. 

MOLEST: To annoy; to sexually interact without permission, particularly 
with children. 

Aanijist'~~dgoJ t'oo hahodoonihgo aanijist'~~dgo. 

MONEY: Unit of exchange for goods and services. 

MOOT: Need not be decided by judicial decision, no longer at issue. 

Bee nihodoot'aal doo bohoneedz" daJ adoc1niilgi doc bohoneedz'. 
da. 
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MORAL: Having to do with deep-seated values and beliefs. 

Ya'at'eehgo doo hoI bohoneedzoogo iina al'inigii baa nitsahakeesgi. 

MORALE: Spirit or ehthusiasm. 

Doo bohoneedli~ da (low morale), bohoneedli (high morale). 

MOTION: A request that a judge rnake·a ruling or take some other action. 

Ha la' hodooniilgo aadahwiinit'ii gone' bee hideeznaa'. 

MOTION FOR NEW TRIAL: A legal document, filed with a court, requesting 
that the decision of a previous trial be set aside, and that a new
 
trial be held.
 

Baa ninaahodoot'~il biniiye bee hideeznaa' (a motion for new trial).
 

MOTION GRANTED: This indicates the court's acceptance of the goals of 
a motion which has been filed. 

Bee hideezna'igii bee l~ aZlii'. 

MOTION FOR DISCOVERY: A request that a judge direct the opposing party
 
in a lawsuit to disclose certain information by responding to a
 
set of questions.
 

Alhee astsoozigii ahidinilnaago na'idikid binahj~' bee eehozinii 
ahil iishjani iidooliilgo bee hideeznaa'. 

MOTION FOR DISMISSAL: A request that a judge put a lawsuit out of 
court. 

Naaltsoos eeniiltsooz!gii t'oo ni' kodoolniilgo Lee hideeznaa'. 

MOTION TO SET ASIDE: A request that the court cancel or revoke an 
award of judgment. 

Bee nihoot'an~~ t'oo nahj~' kodoolniilgo bee hideeznaa'. 

MOTION TO SUPPRESS EVIDENCE ILLEGALLY OBTAINED: This asks the court
 
to prevent the use of evidence that the police or the prosecutor
 
have gotten in an unlawful way.
 

Bee iyeet'ini daniiinigii la' doc bee nahaz'"goo alah adaalyaa 
y~~ nahji' konidoolniilgo bee hideeznaa'. 
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MOTIVATE: To give energy and impetus for, provide with a motive or 
incentive, inducement to act. 

Bohoneedlik'ehgo yidiyoolnaalgo bizh"eedli~ dooleel; yineedli~go 
azhdoolHl. 

MOTIVATION: Enthusiasm, energy. 

Bohoneedl,i. 

MOTIVE: A reason for doing something.
 

Biniiye; biniiye Ahat'inigii.
 

MOTOR: The machine that runs a vehicle. 

Chidi bitsiits'iin (automobile motor), atsiits'iin t'aadoo le'e 
nidayiilnaanii; atsiniltl'ish yee nideijeehigii (electric motor). 

-

MOTOR VEHICLE THEFT: The stealing of a car, truck, bus, motorcycle,
 

etc.
 

Chid! neest' H ' .
 

MOURN: To be sad because of the death of someone.
 

yiniil na'ada; yini yii'a'.
 

MOVE: To make a motion. 

Hideeznaa' • 

MOVE	 (THE DEFENDANT MOVES THE COURT FOR AN ORDER): To make a motion 
for a ruling or entry of an order by the judge. 

Saad bee hideeznaa'. 

MUNICIPAL: Having to do with local government.
 

T'aa ayidigo il haz'.tgo ba nahat'ihigii.
 

MUNICIPAL COURT: Local city court.
 

Kintahgi t'aa ayidigo bil haz'049o bi'aahwiinit'i; kintahgi t'aa 
alts'isigo aan&hat'i bi! haz'anigii. 

MUNICIPAL ORDINANCE: A city law. 

T'aa ayidigo il haz'.tgo bibee nahaz'aanii. 
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MURDER: The unlawful killing of another human being that is premeditated 
(planned in advance) with malice aforethought. (See also homicide). 

Doc beehaz'~~g66 dine seeyi. 

MURDER IN THE 1ST DEGREE: The illegal pre-planned killing of someone, 
with malice, or murder committed in the course of certain other 
serious crimes, such as arson, rape, burglary, or robbery. 

T'aa ak6jineehgo d66 yini biighahgo do6 binahojiz'QQgo dine la' 
jiisxi· 

MURDER IN THE 2ND DEGREE: The illegal killing of someone with malice, 
without pre-planning.
 

Dine yeego bits'iis atijiilaago yits'44d66 adin sili~'go; t'aa
 
ak6jineehgo d1ne bits'iis yeego atijiilaago yits',Qd66 adin.
 

MURDER VICTIM: The person who was murdered. 

Dine bi'diisyinigii, dine seesyinigii. 

MURDERED: Killed with malice. 

Bi'diisYi; seesyi. 

MURDERER: A person who illegally kills, with malice. 

Iisxinigii; ajiisxinigii. 

MUST: Has to, has got to. 

T'aa adoolniilgo. 

MYSTERIOUS: Confusing, not easily understood. 
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